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1. This action is in response to the application filed on May 31, 2001. Claims 1-33 
are pending. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



3. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 13, the phrase "such as" is vague and indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP 2173.05 (d). 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 1, 4, 8, 12, 20 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kim et al., U. S. Patent 6,487,656. 

Per claim 1: 

A) Kim et al teach the following claimed items: 

1 . a BIOS testing and controlling the computer when power is supplied with 
figure 6 and at column 10, lines 14-64; 

2. a BIOS memory with memory 176 and 124/152/184 of figure 2; 

3. a sound command signal unit provided in said BIOS memory generating a 
sound command according to a system state (powering on) of the computer with 
Media Commands unit 250 of figure 2, with elements 340 and 350 of figure 3, at 
column 6, lines 27-46 and at column 7, lines 28-38; 

4. a booting sound memory storing sound data with Media Data 240 of figure 
2 and at column 6, lines 31-38 and 47-48; 
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5. a booting sound controller outputting the sound data to a speaker 
according to the sound command signal with Audio Card 168 of figure 2, at 
column 5, lines 36-57 and at column 6, lines 41-43, 47-48 and 59-65. 
Per claims 4 and 8: 

Kim describes the system state corresponding to a transitional state of a full 
power off mode converted to a full power on mode with figure 3 and at column 7, 
lines 1-27. 
Per claim 12: 

A) Kim et al teach the following claimed items: 

1 . storing sound data depending on a system state (powering on) of a 
computer with Media Data 240 of figure 2 and at column 6, lines 31-38 and 47-48 
and with figure 3; 

2. detecting the system state when power is supplied to the computer with 
figure 3 and at column 6, line 66 - column 7, line 9; 

3. generating a sound command signal depending on the detected system 
state with the command signals generated by Media Commands unit 250 of 
figure 2, with elements 340 and 350 of figure 3, at column 6, lines 27-46 and at 
column 7, lines 28-38; 

4. outputting the sound data according to the sound command signal with 
Audio Card 168 of figure 2, at column 5, lines 36-57 and at column 6, lines 41-43, 
47-48 and 59-65. 

Per claims 20 and 24: 
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Kim describes the system state corresponding to a transitional state of a full 
power off mode converted to a full power on mode with figure 3 and at column 7, 
lines 1-27. 

8. Claims 12, 13, 20, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Scott Mueller, Upgrading and Repairing PCs. 
Per claim 12: 

A) Mueller teaches the following claimed items: 

1 . storing sound data depending on a system state of a computer with the 
sound data present in the POST that corresponds to the sound data in the table 
on page 837; 

2. detecting the system state when power is supplied to the computer with 
the testing performed by the POST as described in the POST and What Is 
Tested sections on pages 836-837; 

3. generating a sound command signal depending on the detected system 
state and outputting the sound data according to the sound command signal with 
the command signals in the POST that cause the audio POST codes and 
corresponding beeps to be generated. 

Per claims 13, 20, 23 and 24: 

Mueller describes sound data corresponding to a booting message with the 
sound data present in the POST that corresponds to the booting message sound 
data in the table on page 837. Mueller describes the system state corresponding 
to a transitional state of a full power off mode converted to a full power on mode 
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with the description of the POST process the POST, What Is Tested and POST 
Audio Error Codes sections on pages 836-837. Mueller describes a plurality of 
different audio messages (POST audio error codes) corresponding to transitional 
states with the audio/beep codes in the table on page 837. 

9. Claims 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by KR 

8628/2000 (cited by applicant). 
Per claim 1 : 

A) KR 8628/2000 teaches the following claimed items: 

1 . a BIOS and BIOS memory testing and controlling the computer when 
power is supplied with ROM BIOS 13 of the second figure; 

2. a sound command signal unit provided in said BIOS memory generating a 
sound command according to a system state (powering on) of the computer with 
the unit generating the Melody ROM Control Signal of the second and third 
figures (the output of element 1 6 and element S14); 

3. a booting sound memory storing sound data with Melody ROM 14 of the 
second figure; 

4. a booting sound controller outputting the sound data to a speaker 
according to the sound command signal with Melody Signal and Sound Chip 12 
of the second figure. 

Per claim 12: 

A) KR 8628/2000 teaches the following claimed items: 
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1 . storing sound data depending on a system state (power-on) of a computer 
with Melody ROM 14 of the second figure; 

2. detecting the system state when power is supplied to the computer with 
Power-on S10 of the third figure; 

3. generating a sound command signal depending on the detected system 
state with the Melody ROM Control Signal of the second and third figures (the 
output of element 16 and element S14); 

4. outputting the sound data according to the sound command signal with 
Melody Signal and Sound Chip 12 of the second figure. 

10. Claims 28-33 are allowable over the art of record because the art of record does 
not teach or suggest the recited computer apparatus of claim 28 comprising the 
combination of elements including a BIOS, a BIOS memory, a sound command signal 
unit, a booting sound memory storing sound data including at least one selected from 
among pre-recorded music data input by a user and pre-recorded spoken words, and a 
booting sound controller. 

11. Claims 2-3, 5-7, 9-11, 14-19, 21-22 and 25-27 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

1 2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis M. Butler whose telephone number is 703-305- 
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9663. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 




Dennis M. Butler 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 21 15 



